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“Nature bas left that Tindture in the Blood, 
That all Men weuld 2 TYRANTS ytfithey cou'd. 
Jure Divino. 


Mr. Livincston’s SPEECH, 
on the third reading of the Alien Bul, 
(continued) 


Bor here the law is clofely concéaled in the fame 











-‘mind that gave it birth: the crime is, exciting the 


Sufpicions of the Prefident; but no man can tell what 
condu& can avoid that fufpicion—a carelefs word, 
perhaps, mifreprefented, or never fpoken, ‘may be 
futicient evidence 3a lock may deftroy ; aa idle 
gefture may enfure punithmer(-——no itinecence ca 
proteét—no circumfpe@ion can avoid the jealéuty 
of fufpicion ; furrounded by Spies, informers, aod 
all tliat infamous herd which fatten under laws like 
this. “Phe urfortunate ranger will never Know 


3 ‘acirer' Or the Jaw, of the accifation, or of the judg- 


aneat, until the momettt it is put iin execution ;-he 
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will deteft your tyranny, and fly from a land of de. 
tators, inquittors, and {pies. 

This, Sir, is a refinemem on the detett ible con- 
trivance of the Decemvirs ; they hung the tables of 
their laws fo high that few could read them ; a tall 
man, however, might reach, a. thort one might 
climb and learn their contents ; but here the law is 
equally inacceflible to high and low ; fafely con- 
cealed in the breatt of its author ; no induftry or 
caution Can penetrate this recefs, and attain a know- 
ledge of its provifions ; nor even if they could, as 
the rule is net permanen’, would it at all avail. > 

Having fhewn that thiy adi is at war with the 
f::damental principles of our government, I might 
ftop here, in the certain hope of its rejeAion. But 
I can do more: Unlefs we are refolved to pervert 
the meaning of terms, I can fhew that the, Confti- 
tution has endeavored to ‘* make its furety double 


fire, and take a bond of Fate!” by feveral exprefs. 


prohibitions of meafures like that you now contem- 
plate. One of thefe is contained in the gth fe€tien 
of the firft article ; it is at the head. of the articles 
which rettrict the powers of Congrefs, and declares 
** shat the migration er imperiation of fuch perfons as 
any of the State: fhall think preper to admit, Be nol 
be probibited prior te the year 1808." 

Now, Sir, where is the difference Raiiion a 
power to prevent tke arrival of aliens, and a power 
10 ftad them away as foon as they hall arrive ?, To 
me they appear precifely ‘he fame. “The Coniti: 
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tution expreily fays, that Congrefs fhall not do this, 
and yet Congrefs are about to delegate this prohi- 
bited power, and fay, thatthe Prefident may exer- 
cife it as his pleafur® may dire&t. Tam informed 
that an anfwer has been attempted to this argument, 
by faying, that the article, though it fpeaks of 
‘* perfons,” only relates to faves! But a conclufive 
reply to this anfwer may be drawn from the words 
of the fe&tion.; it fpeaks of migration and importa- 
tion, If it related only to flaves, importation would 
Rave been fufficient ; but how ean the other word 
apply to flaves ? Migration is a voluntary change 
of country ; but who ever heard of a migration of 


faves! The truth is, both words have their ap- 


propriate meaning, and even extended to fecure the 
intercits of different quarters of the Union, The 
Middle States wihed to fecute themfelves againft 
any laws that might impede the emigration ef fet. 
lers.; the Southern States did not like to be prohi- 
bited in the importation ef flaves ; and fo jealous 
were they of this provifion, that the fifth article was 
introduced to declare that the Conflitution fhall not 
be amended fo as to do it away. 

But even admit the, ablurdity, that the word 
* migration’’ has no meaning, or one foreign to its 
ufyal acception, and that the article relates only to 
flaves : Even this facrifice of common fenfe, will not 
help gentlemen out of their dilemma 5 flaves proba- 
bly always, but certainly on their firft importation, 
are aliens, many people think they are always ‘ dan- 
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gerous to the peace and fafety of the U. States !” 
Ifthe prefident thould be of this opinion, he not 
only can, but by the terms of this law, is obliged to 
order them off ; for the act creates an obligation on 
him to fend away all fuch aliens as he fhall judge 
dangerous tothe peace or fafety of the United States. 
Thus, atcording to the moft faverable conftruction, 
every proprietor of this fpecies of preperty, holds 
it at the will and pleafure of the Prefident, and this 
too, in defiance of the only article of the Conftitution 
that is declared to be unalterable. But let us, Sir, 
fora moment, if i be poffible, let us imagine that 
a Conftitution, founded on a divifion of powers into 
three hands, may be preferved, although all thefe 
powers fhould te furrendered into one ; let us ima- 
gine, if we ean, that the Statesintended to reftric 
the General Government from preventing the arri- 
val of perfons, whom they were yet willing to fuffer 
that General Government to thip off, as foon as 
they fhould arrive: Grant all this, and they will be 
as far from eftablifhing the conftitutionality of the 
bill, as they were at the firft moment it was propof- 
ed ;---for in Article 3d, it is provided, “ That all 
Judicial power fhall be vefted in the Supreme and 
Inferior Courts---that the trial’ of all crimes fhall 
be by Jury,” except in cafes of impeachment.--- 
And in the 7th and 8th amendments, this provifion 
is repeated, and enforced by others, which declare, 
that “no man fhall be held to anfwer for a capital, 
or otnerwife infamous crime, unlef$ ona prefents 
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ment of a Grand Jury ;’—that, “ in all criminal, 
profecutions, the accufid fhall enjoy she right te a 
fpeedy and pubiic trial, by an impartial Jury of th® 
State and Diftri where the crime fhall have been 
commited ; which Diftrict fhall have been previ- 
ouily afcertained by law ; and to be iatormed of the 
nature and caufe of the accufation, to be confronted 
with the witneffes againft him, to have compulfory 
procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favor, and to 

have the affiitance of Council for his defence.’’ 
Now, Sir, what minute article in thefé feveral 
provifions of the Conftitution is there, that is not 
violated by this bill ?-—All the bulwarks which it 
oppofed to encroachments on perfonal liberty, fall 
before this engine of oppreflion. Judiciary power 
is taken from Courts, and given to the Executive ; 
the previous fafeguard of prefentment by.a Grand 
Inquett is removed ; the trial by Jury, is abolithed ; 
the ‘* public trial” required by the Conftitution, is 
changed intoa fecret and, worfe than inquiSitorial 
tribunal : Inflead ef giving ‘information of the 
nature and caufe of the aecufation,’’ the criminal, 
alike ignorant of his offence, and the danger to which 
he is expofed, never bears of either, until the judg- 
ment is pafled, .and the fentence is executed: [n- 
ftead of being ‘‘ confronted with his accufers,”. he 
is kept alike ignorant of their namesand their ex- 
iftence ; and even the forms of a trial being dif- 
penfed with, it Would be mockery to talk of * pro- 
cefs for witnefs,” or the “ a%Gftance of council for 
E2 
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defence.” Thus are all the barriers which the 
wifdom and humanity of our country had placed 
between accufed innocence, and oppteffive power, 
at once forced and brokedown. Wot a veftige even 





of their form remains. No indiment, no juryy 


no trial—no public procedure, no ftatement of the 
accufation, no examination of the witneffes in its 
defence, no council for defence—all is darknefs, 
hlence, myiterv, and fufpicion. But as if this were 
not enough, the unfortunate viCliims of this law are 
soil in the next feion, that if they can convince 
the Prefident that his firfpicions are unfounded, he 
may, if he pleafes, give them a licence to ftay+—but 
how remove his fufpicions, when they know not on 
what act they were founded ? How take proof to 
convince him, when he is not bound to furnifh that 
on which he proceeds ?—-Miferable mockery of juf- 
tice | appoint an arbitrary Judge, armed with le- 
giflative and executive powers added io his own !— 
let him condemn the unheard, wnaccufed obje& of 
his fufpicion, and then, to cover the injuftice of the 
fcene, gravely tell him, You ought not to complais, 
you need only difprove faés that you have never 
heard, remove fufpicions that.have never been com- 
municated to you ; it will be eafy to convince your 
Judge, whom you fhall not approach, that he is 
tyrannical and unjult ; and when you have done 


this, we give him the power he had before, to par~ 


don you, if he pleafes. 
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So abvioufly do the conftirutional obje@ions pre- 
fent themfelves, that their exiftence’canne: he de- 
nied, and two wretched fubterfuges are refunted to, 
to remove them out of fight. Firft, it is faid the 
bill dees not contemplate the punifliment of any 
crime, and therefore the provifions in the Conftitu- 
tion, relative to criminal proceedings and judiciary 
powers, do not apply. But have the Gentlemen 
who reafon thus, read the bill ? or is every thing 
forgotten, in our zealous hurry to pafs it ?—~What 
are the offences upon which ft is to operate? Not 
only the offence of being “ fufpected to be danger- 
ous to the peace and fufety of the United States,” 
but alfo that of being * concerned im any treafona~ 
ble or fecret machinations againft the government 
thereof: And this we are told’is not a crime !—a 
treafonable machination againft the government, is 
not the fubject of criminal jurifpradence \—~Good 
Heaven ! to what abfurdities does an over-zeatous 
attachment to particular meafures lead us! In or- 
der to ponifh a particular a&, we are forced to fay, 
that treafon is no crime, and ploting againft our 
government is no offence. 

And to fupport this fine hypothefis, we are obli- 
ged to plunge deeper in abfurdity and fay, that as 
the ats fpoken of in the bill, are no crimes, fo the 
penalty contained in it is no punifhment, it is only a 
prevention: that is to fay, we invite flrangers to 
come among us, we declare folemnly that govern- 
ment fhull not have the power to-prevent them— 
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we entice them over by delufive profpetts of advan- 
tage—in many parts of the ynion we permit them 
to holv lands, and give thein other advantages, Ww hile 
they are waiting for the period at which we 
have promifed them a full participation of all ovr 
rights. —An unfortunate ftranger, difguited wih 
tyranny at home, thinks he wiill find freetom here 5 
he accepts your cenditions—-he. puts faith in your 
promifes ; he refts his whole property in your hands ; 
he has diflolved his former conne¢tions, and made 
your country hisown. But while he is patiently 
waiting the expiration of the period that is to crown 
the work, and entitle hiurte ali the rights of a citi- 
zen ; the tale of a domeftic f{py, or the calumny of 
a feeret enemy, draws on him the fufpicions of the 
Prefident ; and, unheard, he. is ordered to quit the 
fpot which he fele€ted for his retreat, the country he 
had chofen for his own, perhaps the family, which 
was his only confolation in lite, he is ordered to re- 
tire to a country whole. government, irritated by 
his renunciation of its authority, will receive only 
to punifh him—and all this we are {erioufly told is 
no punifhment, 


[To be continued. | 





From tHe AU ROR 4. 
Frederick Cafar de la Harpe, @ nalive of Swit- 
zerland, and coufin.to the celebrated French General of 
Divifion, Amadeus de la Harpe de Yens, publifbed 
a! the end of (796, and in 1797, two volumes on the 
old Confiitution and Charters of ihe Pays de Vaud, 
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wherein he expofed whe {ritem of rapaci!y, persecution 


and tyranny, exercifed by the Arifiocratic families of 
Switzerland upon their fubjec?s, that ts, temafs f 
the people. Theauthor was a Célonel of Engineers in 
the Ruffian army, end appointed dy Catherine T. Ja- 
fiructor in the Military Art and Mathematics, of 
Peter ond Conttantine, the ituo eldeft fons of the: pre- 
feat Emperor of Roffia. In 1789, he drew up a plan 
Sir re-eftublifbing the chartered rights of bis native 
country, and feat feveral copies from Peterfourgh ta his 
friends and relations, 4 few that recehed their defit- 
nation, were in 17990 feized by the Bernese Goverm 
ment, and ufed as proofs of the ireafonabhle pracites of 
thefe perfons that had recerved them: But the major 
pare of the copies were intercepted by the late Inquifitton 
of Berne, and the Bernefe Oligarchs conceiving this a 
favorable epportunityof ingratiating themfelves with 
the Emprefs of Ruffia, and ruining the authsr, fent a 


copy of the Effay to eterfbungh, and reprefented Colonel 


La Harpe as ome of the — adlive members of the 


Facobin. Society at Paris. However, they eomplepelv 
mifcarried in the attempt. The Ruflian Cabinet paid 
no attention to the information, confidering it mef 

an effec of perfinal vengeance. From the 

Farther fleps were taken againft- Col. La Harpe, 
Bernefle Gavernment, although, amangh ogreatnui 

of his countrymen, they maft cruelly perfecuted many of 
bts relations and friends. But in 1795, on his return 
from Ruffia, he received a notification from the Oli- 
gerchs that he was banifbed; and wauld be imprifened, 
if he foould. dare to enter bis native country. Qn en- 
tering the campaign of 1790 in ktsly, General LaHarpe 
had particularly charged bis coufin,the Colonel, to vindi- 
cate bis memory, and be a father to bis fix children ; the 
fifi be oo in a memorial, wherein he menenes ile» — 
gal proceedings and inguifitoriah feracy of his judges 5. 
and the vrs gee reanih ae his od, addreffcd . 
ta the Oligarchs @ vigorous remonflrance, wiich detera 
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mined them in Fune 1794, wot only to reftore all the 
confifcated eftates of the late Generai La Harpe, to his 
children, but to extend the favor te all wh had frared 
’ the fate of that General in 1790 and 1791, or fince 
Jallen vidtims,on account of their political opinions, ex- 
cept Col. La Harpe, en account of his having pullifoed 
Sa many {candalous libels againft the magnificent and 
righthonorable Lords of the Sovereign Council, again 
their Grandeurs of the Senate, and againft his Excel- 
Jency the ating Pretor, or Prefident, of the ancient 
Republic of Berne. But his property, befides a juf? 
indemnity, was reflored to bim after the revolution of 
March laf. After this fhort account of the author, 
we fhall extraét a few articles which will afford addi- 
tionad proofs, that the idolizing of indtviduals, however 
meritorious, and the extention of Executive Prerogative, 
ts the bane of all free governments. 


EXTRACTS. 


HE government of Berne, like thofe of Soleure, 
Lucerne, and Fribourg, gradually degenerated trom 
racy into a rank Aniftocracy, and finally 
Ato a defpotic Oligarchy. Berne was, in 1249, 

governed by a Pretor, a Council of Twelve, and 
one of Fifty, all chefen by the people. In 1338, 
the Council of 50 was increafed to 200. The elec« 
tions took place annually at Eafter. Affairs of grect 
importance, fuch as the declaring of war, levying 
of taxes, &c, were deliberated and decided on by the 
bedy of tke people. The members of the Councils 
were generally chofen from among the principal 
families, yet no reftraint was laid on the eleQions, 
no jealoufy nor ambition excited ; fo long as the 
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elected, without receiving any money compenfations 
aitended to the general happinels:in fesving the com- 
mon caufe. : 

The people readily gave their fuffrages to men 
wio by their probity, dilintereftednefs, courage, 
and ardent patriotifm, rendéred themfelves worthy 
their choice 5 but when the men, who, for fome 
time, had monopolized popular favor, attempted to 
metamorphofe perfonal di(tin@ions inte hereditary 
privileges, the bulk of the people foon opened their 
eyes to their danger, and proved by the vigorous 
meafures they adopted, that they had not forgetien 
their rights, nor become teo impotent to defend 
them. Ot this they offered a memorable example 
in 1470, when feijng afide all the candidates of the 
influential families, they cleéted for their Chiet 
Mazgiftrate, Peter Kiftler, a butcher, avho deferved 
this honor by his intrepidity and uncoramon talents. 
Awed inw refpect by the frmnefs of this man, to 
whom Berne owes its political independence, the 
great families affs€ted humility, in order to regain 
popular favor , anc as palt events had rendered them 
More cautious, they from that time touk great care 
not to revive the jealoufies of the people, and fecreily 
undermined their liberties. 

The overthrow of the Democratic form of gov- 
ernment in the Cunton of Berne, dates from the 
fixteenth century,———‘{ The ancient, Conftitution, 
(fays the ceicbrated Muller) under which affairs that 
might intercft the community and paftesity, were 























60 Or SWITZERLAND. 


fubmitted tothe fangtion ef the people.in mafs, was 
fhaken to its bafis, partly by the ambition of certain 
affrciations, and partly by the forced extention of Ex- 
ecutive authorily.”———We find, that in 1576, the 
Bernefe governmennconfulted not only the inhebit- 
ants of the: city, but alfo thofe of the German Baili: 
wicks, before they declared war againft the Duke 
of Savoy. They proved very fuccefsful in this war, 
aggrandized their domains with a valuable province, 
accumulating great riches ; and having now a con- 
filerabie army at their difpofal, the ruling families 
threw off the mafk, and boldly proceeded in the ex- 
ecution of their favorite plan :--- They formed a 
coalition with the richeft and moft influential Burg- 
hers of the city, as well as of the country, enlifted 
the majority of the Clergy, and all the ambitious, 
timid, and crglulous ; the firft by means of a fyftem 
of terror, and the latter by reprefenting their oppo- 
nents, the real friends of the country, as fworn er- 
ernies to all order, and to the eftablithed proteftang 
religion.” In thefe critical times, when the army 
was headed by the fonsand relations of the confpi- 
rators, and one portion of the people feduced to aifitt 
in forging chains for the whole, there were yet fome 
virtuous men, who had courage enough to defend 
the rights of their country ; but they fell victims to 
the tyranny of the ufurpers. John de Diefback, 
who, although of a noble family, had conrageou fly 
Aupparied the rights of the people, was, with many 
others, bani fed —Fhe remainder of the opponents 
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tothe ariftocratic faion were excluded from the 
rights of citizenfhip. In order to prevent others 
from following their example, the ufurpers cftab- 
lithed a ftate inquifition, under the name of Secret 
Council, which was organized nearly in the fame 
manner as the famous Inquifitorial Council of Ten, 
at Venice, 

Having thus deprived one half of the people of 
the rights of citizeathip,, and fucceeded in annihil- 
siing oppofition, the Ariftocratic fattion of Berne 
ha(tened to aggrandize and confolidate its power, by 
excluding the greater part of its accomplices and 
dupes from all fhare in the government. The in- 
habiiants of the country towns and villages who had 
been inftrumental ia fubjugating their fellow citi- 
zens, and banifhing the moft ftrenvous defenders of 
liberty, were fingled out as the fir vidtims ; they 
were defpoiled of their rights, under pretence that 
their diftance from the capital rendered it too incon- 
venient for them to take a part in affairs of ftate ; 
and, to add iafule to oppreflion, they were at the 
fame time aTured they might continue to exercife 
their right, on condition of removing to the capital 3 
the relidence in the capital was then made a condi- 
tion for citizenfhip, merely to accommodate the 
leaders of the country people. The admiffion of 
foreigners, not nafives of the capital, nor defcend- 
ants of the ufurpers, to the rights of citizenthip, wag 
at firit fubjeQed to difcouraging conditions, thon 
more feverely rellyained, and at laft totally abolithed, 
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In this manner it happened, at the beginning of the 
prefent century, of five hundred thoufand people 
that inhabited the C anton. of Berne, there were no 
more than three hundred and odd families that en- 
joyed the rights of cizenfhip; in 1797 they were 
already reduced to 236 families ; of thefe, no more 
than 76 were qualitied for the Magiitracy and other 
public employments ; the remaining 160 familics 
formed a kind of intermediary caft between the 
fubjects and the patricians, and were incapable of 
holding any public employment, but fhared with the 
latter fome profitable although lefs effential privile- 
ges, fuchas the right of chafe, the exclufive right of 
felling merchandizes, wine, &c. to the fhop and 
tavernkeepers of the whole Canton, who were 
bound under heavy penaltics to purchafe every ne- 
ceflary from the privileged clafs. In fhort, it may 
with truth be faid, that the lives and properties of 
§ 36,000 human beings, and all the power, and the 
emoluments of the public employments in the Can- 
ton ot Berne, were in the hands of fixteen families 
as the following flatement, taken trom the fills of 
the Bernefe Government, will prove ; 

The Council of 200, or Sovereign Council of 
Berne, which poffeffed all the power ot thatCanton 

and from whieh al! the members of the differeng 
shor sth of the Adminiftration, all the Prefe&s, 
er Governors of Diftri@s, and al! the fuperior offi- 
cers, were taken, was compoted, in 1797, of 292 


_ Members ; among thefe were 22 of the family of 
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Steiger, 15 of Watteville’s, 14 of Jenner's, 19 of 
Tacharnier’s, 2t of Graffaranried’s, to ot Sininer’s, 
@ of Fifher's, 8 of Dicfbach'’s, 8 of May's, 7 of 
W agner's, 6 of } rilthing’s, 6 of Erlach's, 6 of 
Efinger’s, 6 of Stetiler’s, 60f Thorman’s, and § of 
Sturler's ; confequenily fixteen families had 151 
votes, or a majority in the Sovereign Council. 
Five other families, viz. thofe of Kirchberg, Her- 
bot, Bonftetren, Tavel, Mulinen, and Manuel, had 
each five members in the Council. In i776, the 
Sovereign Council of Berne was compoled of 296 
member, and 14 families had 149 votes, or a major- 
ityinit. In1790, the fame Council was compof- 
ed of 256 members, and fixteen families had 149 
votes, that isa majority im it. Hence it refulted, 
that a few families could pafs any law, and confi- 
dered the whole country as their private property, 
and the public treafury as their own. In order to 
few the whole extent of the egotifm and voraciouf- 
nefs of this monftrous coalition, it ought to be ree 
membered, that the Council of 200 did not only 
fill out of thelr own body all the departments of 
pevernment, but had alfo the exclufive right to the 
Prefcdturates, or Governments of Diftri€ts, which 
the members divided among(t them, by lot, each for 
fix years, There were no lefs than fixty-one of thefe 
Prefectures in the Canton of Bernz, befides ten in 
the fubject provinces, which they enjoyed in com- 
mon, and by turns, with the Patricians of the other 
Cantons. The leaft of thufe Prefefturates yielded 
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a net annual revenve of 2000 dollars, but the major 
part of them from 4 te 10,000 dollars, befides a fu- 
perb palace, gardens, and lands, deftined for the ufe 
of the Preteét, or Governor’s family It has been 
calculated on a medium, that this branch of exclu- 
five privilege alone, yiéided to the Bernefe Patrici- 
ans, after deduGing the expences of their friends, a 
clear profit of two millions of doHars every fix years, 
and from 1700 to 1796, thirty-two millions. 

If about one half of the above fum is allowed for 
every fix years during the period from 1536, the 
epoch of the eftablifhment of the Ariftocracy, to 
1700, it will amount to twenty-nine millions, which 
added to the thirty-two, makes a total of fixty-one 
millions of dollars divided fince 1536, amongft the 
privileged families. This calculation relates only 
to the revenues of the Prefeflurates. Many of the 
other public employments were alfo very lucrative. 

Thus, we fee, the inhabitants of the Canton of 
Berne, as well as thofe of the other Ariftocracics of 
Switzerland, were divided into two diftinG cats; 
the ‘firft, confifling of a fmall number of Burghers 
of the capital, filled exclufively all the pofts of the 
Admwiniftration, poffeffed all the prerogative of So- 
vereignty, and enjoyed alene all the honors and em- 
elnments thereof ; whilit the fecond, compofed of 
the bulk of the people, under the name of fubjeéts, 
weredenied all fhare in the adminiftration, excluded 
without diftinction from all pofts of truft, treated as 
airens, and obliged to brook, in refpe@ful filence, 
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the mortification which neceffarily folluwed from a 
fyitem as unjutt as it was outrageous. 
| ‘* The above is a true picture of the bleflings en- 
joyed ty the people under the pretended ancient re- 
publics of Europe, whofe downtal Mr. Adams and 
his admirers have fo f; qu ntly and fo bitterly be- 
moaned. We will readi!y believe that the fervile — 
refpondents tothe “ Prefdeat’s theme” knew no- 
thing of * the ancient republics” except the names ; 
but he who has comptled a beok on conftituticns, 
nuit have been minutely acquainted with the fyftem 
of flavery eilabiifhed tn thofe countries he pleafed to 
{tyle ** ancient republics’ —a fyltem far more fhock- 
ing and defpotic than the governments im abfolute 
monarchies ;—In thefe a numerous nobility fhare 
with the monarch the honors and emoluments of 
fovereignty, and is always prefered ; yet the plebei- 
ans are freely admitted to certain poits of truft, and 
are net pofitively excluded ‘rem any ; for there ex- 
ifts, even at the prefent moment, a number of them 
of pleBeian defcent, who, by their merits, talents, 
or intrigues, have rilen to the higheft dignities at the 
different courts of Europe. ‘The merit of exclu- 
ding the bulk of the nation from all fhare in the ad. 
miniftration, from all! pofts of truft, without diftinc- 
tion, belongs exclufively to Mr, Adams’s beloved 
ancient republics. Had the fyftem of dividing aly 
the honors and emoluments of fovereignty among 
the chofen few, and treating the mais of the nation 
as the property of the well born, not met his full 
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the mortification which neceffarily followed from a 
fyitem as unjuft as it was outrageous. 

| «The above is a true picture of the bleflings en- 
joyed ty the people under the pretended ancient re- 
publics of Europe, whofe downfal Mr. Adams and 
his admirers have fo frequently and fo bitterly be- 
We will readi'y believe that the fervile” 
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approbation, would he have lamented the downfal 
ef fuch iniquitous govetnments ?—N>: Ir is but 


too evident, that the leaders of the federal party are 
determined totread inthe footfeps of the rotten 
ariftocracies of Rurope,\ ‘They have alieady fuc~ 
ceeded in virtually excluding one half -of the people 


from all thare in theadminiftvation ; fince they have 
notonly for fome time pelt aéted upon the princi- 
ple, that no one differing in opinion with the Prefi- 
dent thould hold any office of truft cr profit, but 
they fhewed fo much contempt for the good fenfe 
and fpirit ef the mojority of their fellow citizens, 
that they dared openly to profefs and vindicate it on 
the floor of Congrefs. They have not been lefs 
active, and were’ partially fuccefsful, in depriving a 
portion of the induflrious, of the right of voting az 
eleCtions, by leaving no other choice to the depertd- 
evt tradefinan or laborer, and the timorous, but to 
.fubftitute theirs for his own vote, or to fall a viim 
to the perfecuting fpirit of an unprincipled junto. 
kt is clear that the arifteeratic faGion in this Coun= 
try have made greater progrefs towards exclufive 
privileges iu afew years, than their predecefiors in 
Europe had been able to make in feveral centuries. 
Bet the country: people epen their eyes to the dar- 
ger; itariitoeracy, thould ever gain the upper hand, 
they would be firit fact ficed—— Voracious prefedts 
weld be appointed fer tach county, for each dif- 
tri@, to devour the fubftance of the country. In- 
fiead of Repiefontatives. of the people, we thould 
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| foon fee the Congrefs filed with the Reprefentatives 


of atew familics, ufurping the fovereignty of the 























naticn—Like theBernele, we fhould fee 22Adams’sy 
19 Jays, 18 Hamiltons, 17 Wolcots, 14 Pickerings, 
ra Sedgwicks, &c. conitiuted a fovereign councri 
ot America, to make laws for their fubjedcts, and 





raife taxes for their families, That part of the 
community who have hitherto been feduced by Talfe 
reprefentations, under the pretence of cruthing the 
feditious within, and detending holy religion, to aflilt 
in forwarding the mefarious fcheme, will at laft dif- 
cover, that in combining with the faction, to fubju- 
gate a postion of their fellow citizens, they forged 
chains for themfelves. | 
As to the leaders of the Ariftocratic junto, it | 
would be in vain to remind them, that the very ex- | 
iitence of Ariftocracy requires that the chofen enes 
be but few. They are like the Dotch adventurers 
who undertake the voyage to Batavia: Thefe know 
very well that nine out of ten gencrally fall a prey 
to the infalubrity of that place ; but the remaining 
one returns to Holland, laden with riches, and each 
of the adventurers expects to be the sappy ane. So 
it is with the leaders of the Federal Fa@tion ; each 
of them expedts to be a Prete€ of a county er dif- 
trict, a member of the Sovereign Council, a Preii- iy 
dent, or Vice- Prefident, for life. —But let them luk 
go the fate of the great majority of the accomptices 
of the Beruefe Ariftocracy—the chofen anes are few.” } 4 


[ Further extracts will be given sceaflunally. } 
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i | [ Continued from No. I. p. 22. ] 
_ 
iN Nei. Din not the ufage of the French Gsvernmeny 
4 i i | toward our Enucys, roufe your indignation tea wiiling- 
‘i nefs ta 20 te wer with Vrance ? Nothing vexed me like 
| that. 
Vy Lyon. X had opportunity and leifure to hear and 


SS 


tead the difpatches from our Envoys deliberately ; 


Seg See 


by them I found that our Envoys arrived in Paris 
on the 4th of OXober Jaft, that they fent one of their 
Secretaries, an the 8:h, tothe Minifter of Foreicn 
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bb Affairs of the French Nation, to know when they 

ei fhould wait upon him ; he fet a time, they waited 

i i on him, and after fome converfation on the fubjet 

| if of their million, they afked for cards of hofpitality, 
| thy Ay which were fent to them and their Secretaries, the 
y next day, ina ftyle fuitable to their official charac- 

ter. From this time forward, tothe 2d of March, 


we do not find by the difpatches, that the Envoys, 
fave Mr. Gerry, once had waited on the Minifter of | 
\ 








Foreign Affairs, notwith{tanding the doors of his 
office appears to have been open tothem ; at which 
rime the French Minifter complains to them, that 

-the original favorable difpofition of the Direftory 
had been a good deal altered, by the coldnefs and 
diftance which the Enveys had obferved ; that in- | 
ftead of fecing him often, and endeavoring to re- | 
move the obftacles to a mutual approach, they have | 
Rot ence Waited upon him, 
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Nei. did nat obforve thefe things in the difpatehess 
T teok it that the French Government canflantly refufed 
po hear any thing from our Envoys, and had in no frape 
er manner received them : but you have faid nothing 
with regard te the tribute. 

Lyon, That part of what vou call the tribute, 
which is conched under the demand of fifty thoufand 
pounds Merling, ftands on very flim evidence, in my 
view. Our Envoys, for fome teafon or another; 
inftead of employing their time with the Minifter of 
Foreign Affairs, fuffered themfelves to be amufed 
for feveral months with the vifits and converfation 
of X, Y, Z, and a Lady, who had held up to them 
the neceffity of purchofiig the favor of the French 
Government, by a bribe of 50,0001. fterling, which 
the junto doubtlefs expected to handle. The Por- 
tuguefe Ambaffador had been fo ferved, but jul be- 
fore, it feems, by thofe or other villains, who got 
him into difficulty with the French Government ; 
the namesof the perfons being kept fecret, and the 
manner of the tranfa&tion, renders it doubtful, and 
even incredible, that the government knew of the 
propofition, were it not that the French Minifter 
faid, * that the information M. Y. had given, was 


_jutt, and might always be relied om :’” However, the 


Minifter adds, as if for fear of being mifunderftood, 
«but that he would reduce to writing his propofi- 
tions, which he accordingly did, and after he had 
fhown them to Mr. Gerry, he burst the paper; the 
{ubfRance was as follow: ‘ That the Envoys frould 
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eome forward generally, and fay, France has beem 
ferviceable to the United Siates, and sow they with 
to be ferviceable to France: underitanding that the 
French Republic has fixteen millions: of Dutch 
Refcripiions ta fell, the United States will purchale 
them at par, and will give her further affiflance 
when in their power. 

“* The firtt arrangement being made, the French 
Government will take meafures for reimburfing the 
equitable demands of America arifing from prizes, 
aid to give free navigation to their thips in future.” 
Thefe propofitions fay nothing of that bribe, or 
deuceur, they merely amount to a loan of fixteen 
millions of guilders to pay to our own Citizens for 
the property which had been unjufily taken from 
them. 

Nei. Junderfland by that loan we were to have 
been taxed for that money, and that it muff all be paid 
down before our Miniflers were to be heard at all. 
‘Lyon. The loan was talked of as a preliminary, 
or firft article only in the treaty ; and to thew you 
that I have reafon to wnderftand the loan tu be for 
the purpofe ef paying for the fpoilations, I will re- 
fer you to what paffed between the Envoys and the 
French Minifter, in the following words. ©The 
French Minifter obferved, ** that we had claims on 
the French Government, for property taken from 
American citizens. Some of thofe claims were proe 
bably juft. He atked, if they were acknowledged 
by France, whether we could not give a credit as to 
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the payment—fay fortwo years?” We anfwered, 
that we could. He then infited that it was precifely 
the fame thing; that by fuch an a&, we fhould 
confent to leave in the hands of France, funds to 


o ua 


which our citizens were entitled, and which might 


be ufed inthe profecution of the war. 


Pinckney faid, there was a difference between the 


General 


cafes ; that fuch prizes were now actually in the 
power of the French, without our confent ; we 


could not prevent it, or get them out ; but 


the grant- 


ing or not granting a loan was ineur power. He 
repeated his obfervation, and General Marthal faid, 
that the property for which money was due toAme- 
rican citizens trom the French Government, was 
taken into the poffffion of that Government, with- 
out any Co operation on the part of the U. States, 
No act of any fort was pesformed by our govern. 
ment, whickin any degree contributed to place thofe 
funds in the hands of France, nor was there any 
confent towards it ; but in the cafe propeled, the 


act would be the act of the Gevernment 


; the Go- 


vernment would itfelf place funds in the hands of 
France, and thereby furnifh means which might be 


employed in the profecution of the war. 


This Wag 


the diflinétion between the cafes, and in a qereltion 
et neutrality, it appeared to us to be all-important, 
The Minifter then proceeded to tate the cafe of our 
afluming the debt of our citizens, and of paying the 
money in that manner ; but Gen. Pinckney and 


Mr. Gerry told him that we were pofitively forbid. 
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den to affume the debt to our own cilizens, even if 
we were to pay the money diredtly to them. He 
feemed furprifed at this.”—You wiil fee that France 
was not determined to break with this country, on 
aecount of the refufal of aloan, if they faw us friendly 
ly to them, by the following words: ‘* Mr.Gerry, 
at the time, thought he alluded to the treaty to be 
made, and faid, All treaties fhould be founded in re- 
ciprocity: and then afked him, Whether a loan wag 
the ultimatum of this Government? M. Talley- 
rand did not give a dire&t anfwer to the queftion * 


He faid, as he was underftood, that the Government § 


infifted on fome aét which would demonftrate our 
friendly difpofition towards, and our good wifhes for 
the Republic ; this once done, M@ faid, the adjutt- 
ment of complaints would be eafy ; that would be 
matter of enquiry ; and if France had done us wrong, 
it would be repaired. But that if this was refufed, 
it would increafe the diftance and coldnefs between 
tha two Republics. The converfation continued ia 
this ftyle until 4 o’clock, when we took our leave, 
and agreed to meet in the evening.” 


As | had made up my mind before, that war | 


would be prejudicial to this country, rather than 
likelv to repair the loffes they had already fuflained, 
I did not look for matter of imitatior: in the dif- 
patches, and was furprifed to find that their pubdli- 
cations, with the comments made wpon them, by 
the war party, had anfwered a purpofe to fet a great 
fare of the people of the country into a vivleat 
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thirt for war ; a war without any body to fight; a 
war of expence, without any kind of object, fave 
that of obtaining a better peace for Britain, who 
now hate and cnvy us for our independence ; who 
can never forgive our rebellion; a power, whe 
would be very willing to divide our country with 
exafperated Ffance, and make one half of it the 
price of their peace, as I'rance difpofed of Venice. 

Nei. Jat d2 y2u think was the intent 1n publifbine 
the difpatches, wiih the comments made upon them ? 

Lyon. I did fuppofe it was for the purpofe of 
exafperating the people to a willingnefs to pay the 
taxes which the enoimivus expences projected would 
naturally produce. 

Nei. // ai és the amount of the expence incured fur 
Pips or veffe!s of war, tots year ? 

Lyn. The fum for the veffels authorifed, it is 


» 


fuppofed will amount to 3,370,000 dollars, 

Nei, Dyes this inciude the pay and fubfifience of ths 
oficers ani men, the repairs, Sc. belonging ta the nary 2 

fvor. No—this expence for one year amounts to 
about 2,300,000. 

Nei, Phat is the expence of the new army which is 
now rafing eftimaied at for this year 2? 

Lyon. 3,760,000 duliars. 

NW =f, LT ha 7 Fi f a ¥ ., F 

‘ } vat ts the amount of the appropriations for 

fortifications, arms, and ammunition 3 

Lyn. Adout 1,730,000, including the fums ap- 
propriated four the purchafe or ereQion of cannon. 
foundosice, 2nd military ftores. 
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Nei. Does this include the pay for the prew:finat 
army, and the volunteers ? 

Lym. No—it that army is raifed, one year's 
expence will amount to 3,500,000 dollars more. 

Nei. This is a large fum indeed! it amounts, I 
think, to 14,600,000—it 1s more than three dollars a 
bead for every man, woman, and .hild, inthe U.States; 
and thts fumts over and above the commin and ordinary 
annual expence, including the pey of the Prefident, and 


Congre/s, all the other Officers of Government, and the | 


old landing army, the interefi of ihe national debi, and 
@ thoufand other things. 

Lyon. Yes. 

Nei. Aad how is this 14,600,000 dollars to be 
raifed ? 

Lyon. ‘There was, according to eftimate, about 
1,600,000 leti unappropriated on the ordinary in- 
caming revenue ; thisfum, thofe who were oppofed 
to the war were willing, as the appearance of danger 
approached, to have appropriated to the completion 
wf the fortifications in the ports and harbors, the 
purchafe ot arms and military itores, and the raifing 
{une intantry Companies, to take the place of fuch 
part of the regiment of artillery as might not be 
wanted in the back forts, in order to let them come 
to the fea coafts, and take care of the new fostifica- 
tions ; but propofitions of this kind were difdained. 
The Stamp-a& is. computed to produce 3 50,00¢ ; 
the additional duty on Salt, 25¢,000 ; the tax oD 
houfes, lands, and fluves, 2,000,090; the Prefident 
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is authorifed to borrow, on foch terms as he thinks 
propdr,*fubject to be redeemed after 15 years, if 
Conerefs pleafe, §,000,0003 the amount of the 
value of the fhips to be built by private fubfcription, 
for which the United States are to pay an intereft of 
6 per cent. until.the principal is paid, eftimated at 
640,000 dollars. » The remaining 5,300,000 is lett 
unprovided for ti!l the next fedlZon. 

Nei. bat is Vermont's frare of the 2,000,000 ? 

Lyon. 46,864 dollars. 

Nei. There appears to be upwards of ten millions 
of the borrowed money, and that which 1s unprovided 
for. Suppofe that had been all laid on the lands and 
houfes, with the prefent twe millions (and tn the feting 
out (fa war, we cughi net to runin debt) the amount 
of Vermont's foare would have been 281,184 dollars. 
This county of Rutland appears by the cenfus to be about 
aff) part of the State ; but fuppofe it one fixth, that 
will bring the foare af this county to be 46,864 deilars. 
Divide that among the 24 towns, and it weuld amount 
49 1952 dollars. Look jor a middling town, fuppofe 
Hibhardton, or Wells, how can they pay 1959 dollars 
annually, inthe prefent /carcity of cafo? and it feems 
the commerce is not likely to afford any additional reve- 
nue , and after paying an iniere/) no one knows how leng, 
the principal mufi lie Like @ mor (gage on the land. 
When | take all thefe things inte view, I can no lenge? 
wonder at the part you have ated in oppofition to the 
meafares which have led te all this. But what comes 
f the cid national debt all thistime ? Is that to France 
paid, as we have heard ? 
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Lyon. ‘She debt to France has been purehafedby 
Speculators in this country; but i:itead ‘of.-being 
paid, it is increafed by the transter, asthe purchafers 
were allowed a boty for purchafing it. The 
national debt has been increatthg vever fince tha 
funding fyftem took piace.» Within: two vears, 
Congrefs muft provide revenue for ithe additional 
payment ©! 1,200,000 dollars.andually, the intereit 
and inftalment-of the défereddtock. 

[To de continued: | 
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| The following is taken from a letter writen by 


i 


Col. LYON, fnce he was commiied to gaol, and 


cire&ked to Gen. StEVENS LT romrson Mason, 


ys m4 - “ary nf the Ila; . 4 2 } 
ot Virginia, o¢ naror ¢ t sehen \ nited Dales. | 
In Gaol at VERGENNES, (the only city in 
Vermont, it contains about Go houfes 
and 70 familie: ) Odveder 14, 179%. 


Drax GENERAL, 


if Dake the liberty to trouble you with a recital of 
what has happened to me, within about ten days 
pait. 

On Thurfilay, the sth of this month, 1 was in- 
formed that 1 Grand Jury had been collected to ar- 
tend the Federal Court at Rutlan’, about 15 miles 
from my place of refidence ; that they were feleéted 
from the towns which were particularly diltingui- 














Col. L ¥ ON’s TRIAL. = 


ed by their enmity to me ; that the Jury was com- 
pofed of men who had been accuftomed to {peak il 
of me; that they had received a charge tc look te 
the breaches of the Sedition Law ; and that they 
had fome publications of mine under confideration. 
The fame night a friend called, and aflured me that 
a bill was found againft me, and urged me to be out 
of the way of being taken—he declared to me, that 
it was the wifh of many of my friends ; he inform- 
ed me, that the Petit Jury was taken from the fame 
towns where the Grand Jury were; and that from 
every examination, there was not more than two 
ameng the 14 which were fummoned, who had net 
oppcfed me in the late ele@ion : He mentioned fe- 
veral zealous partizans for Prefidemtial infalibility 
among them, and one who had lately been writing 
the moit virulent things againft me, in his own 
name, which was publifhed in a news-paper. My 
anfwer to all this was, it covld net be honorable to 
run away—I] felt confcious that ] had dene ne 
wrong, and my enemies fhould never have it to fay, 
that I rau trom them. 

An officer of the court had been in my neighbor- 
hood the fame evening, to lummon witneffes ; I had 
told him, if the Court wanted me, he need bring no 
poffe, ke might come alone, I would go with him, 
there fhould be no refiftance. Accordingly, on Fri- 
day evening, the fame officer, a Deputy-Marthal, 
came with a warrant for my apprehenfion, which 
he gave me to read, and accepted of my word and 
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bonor, as bei!, to meet him at Ru:land Courthonfe 
the next morning about g o’clock.—I was there ac- 
cordingly ; and foon atier the court was opened, I 
was Called to the bar io hear the indiment read.— 
It confiited of three counts ; the firft, for having 
malicioufly, &c. with intent, &c. written, at Phiia- 
delphia, a letter dated the 2oth of June, and publith- 
ed the faine at Windfor, in the news-paper called 
the Verimant Fournel, containing the words follow- 
ing : 

* As to the Executive, when I fhall fee the ef- 
forts of that power bent on the promotion of the 
comfort, the happinefs, and accommodation of the 
people, that Executive thall have my zealous and 
uniform fupport: But whenever I fhall, on the 
part of the Executive, fee every confideration ef 
the public welfare fwallowed up ina continua! grafp 
for power, in an unboynded thirl for ridiculous 
pomp, fooli{h adulation, and felfith avarice; when 
I fhall be! old men of real merit daily turned out of 
office, for no other caufe but independency of fenti- 
ment; when I “hail fee men of firmnefs, merit, 
years, abilities, and experience, difcarded in their 
applications for office, for fear they poffefs that in- 
dependence, and men of meannefs prefered, for the 
eafe with which they take up and advocate epinions, 
the confequence of which they know but little of — 
when I thall fee the facred name of Religion em- 
ployed as a flate engine, to make mankind hate.and 
perfecute ome another, I thal! not be theis humble 
advocate.” 
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The fecond count confifted of having malicioufly, 
&c. and with intent, &c. publithed a letter, faid to 
be a letter from a Diplomatic Chara&ter in France, 
containing twe paragraphs in the words following : 

“© The mifunderflanding between the two Gov. 
ernments,” (France and the United States,) ** has 
become extremely alarming ; confidence is com- 
pletely deftroyed, miftrults, jealoufy, and a difpo- 
fition to a wrong attribution cf motives are fo ap- 
parent, as to require the utmoft caution in every 
word and action that are to come from your Execu- 
tive; I mean, if your objeG is to avoid hoililisies. 
Had this truth been underfiood with you, before tke 
recal of Munree, before the coming and fecond 
coming of Pinckney ; had it guided the pens that 
wrote the bullying fpeech of your Prefident, and 
ftupid anfwer of your Senate, at the opening ot 
Congrefs in November lait, I thould-probably have 
had no occafion to addrefs you this lett’r,’’ 

+; ——__—- But when we found him borrowing 
the language of Edmund Bu:ke, and telling the 
world, that although he thould fuecced in treating 
with the French, there was no dependence to be 
placed on any of their engagements ; that their 
religion and morality were at an end, that they had 
turned pirates and plunderers, and it would be ne- 
ceffary tobe perpetually armed againft them, though 
you were at peace: we wondered ‘hai the anfwer 
of beth Houfes had not been an osdev vo fend him 
toamad houfe. Inftead of this, the Scnate have 
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echoed the fpeech with more fervility than e@r 
George the third experienced from either Houfe of 
Parliament.” 

The third count was for aidiag and abeting, éc. 
in publithing the fame. 

I was called upon to know if I was ready te 
plead to the indi@ment. I anfwered, that I was 
always ready to fay I was not guilty of the charges 
in the indictment, but that I was net provided with 
council, there being no perfon at Rutiand I wis 
willing te truft with my caufe ; I had fent te Ben- 
nington for two gentlemen on whom I coulérely, 
Meff. Fay and Robinfon, who would be here by 
Monday. It was then fignified to me, that I might 
have the trial poftponed until the feffion of the court 
in May next. This I could not with for, as that 
fefion was to be at Windfor, over the Mountain, 
where they were fure of having a unanimous jury, 
fuch as they@vanted. 

In the fourteen Jurvmen before me, I thought I 
faw one or twe who knew me, and would never 
cosfent to fry that | was guilty of an intention of 
ftiring up fecition ; 1 was unwilling to remain un- 
der a cenfure of the kind, for thefe reafons I chofe 
to come to trial ; 1 accordingly gave bonds for my 
»ppearance the next Monday. Saturday and Sun- 
day were violent ftormy days, and at the opening of 
the court on Monday, I had heard nothing of my 
Council, nor my Meffenger: 1 fo informed the 
Court, and teld them, | thought we fhould hear from 











_jadge of my intentions. No one doubts that the 
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themin ab hour, for which time the Court a¢journ- 
ed; ‘Within that time my Meffenger returned, 
with news that Mr. Fay’s wife was very fick, and 
Me. Robinfon, who is a member of the Legiflature, 
was preparing to attend, ‘and could not be at Rutiznd 
fa foon asthat time. Mr. Smith, who is oor Chief 
Juftice, was prefent—altho’ he ‘and I'had been for. 
merly competitors for the reprefentation of this dif 
trict in Congreis, he is a Republican) and many of 
my friends are now hiy friends ; they applied to him 
to affiitme, and } underRood he had confented.— 
Thus circumftanced, I proceeded to trial. So ig- 
norant was I of law proceedings, that I expected to 
object off the inveterate part of the Jury, ‘without 
giving particular reafons, or fupporting them by 
evidence, I was therefore unprepared. The At- 
torney for the United States was called on to fay if 
he had any objeGions to the Jury. He faid he had 
toa Mr. Board ; he believed he had given an opin- 
ion in the caufe ; to prove which, she called upon ® 
Deputy- Sheriff, who fwore he had fome converfa- 
tion on the Saturday before, with Mr. Board, in 
which he underftood Mr. Board to fpeak ac if he 
thought that Mr. Lyon would not be condemned, 
or fore fuch thing. Judge Patterfon enquired if 
there were not cnough forthe panel withort him, 
Mr. Board. He was anfwered, there were thirteen 
more. Mr. Board was ordered off. Thus was the 
only man fwore away, that knew me erongh to 
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Deputy- Sheriff began a. difcourfe with Mr. Board 
on purpofe to have fomething to {wear, Mfr. Board 
faid, he expedted that was the cafe when he came te 
him, and he carefully avoided converfing with him, 
I obje&ted to two of the Jury,. om accotint of theig 
violent oppofition to me ; and although unprepared 
with regard to proof, I called on fome perfons pre- 
fent to fee if they could recolleA any virulence made 
ufe of by thofe two ; and I fent for the news-papet 
to prove the abufe of the on- who had publithed ; 
the Judge obferved, that a difference in political 
opinion could be reafon againft a Juryman ; and as 
there were twelve befide, he ordered the perfor who 
had becn libeling me, off. Here I plead te the 
jurifdiion of the Court, on account of the uncon= 
flitutionality of the law. My plea was over-ruled, 
but I wastold, I might make ufe of the agement 
in any other ftage of the trial. | 
The Attorney on the part of the United States, 
on the firft count, produced my original letter, on 
which was the Philadelphia poft-mark, July 7. 
He attempted to bring fome evidence to thew that 
the letter did not arrive at Windfor until after the 
14 0f July; the printer's boy thought it did not 
arrive until the 20th, and Mr. Buck faw the prin- 
ter feting from it about the 234, or later; I ac- 
knowledged the letter, As tothe fecond count, 
feveral evidences were brought to {wear they heard 
me read the letter, faid to be the letter from a Di- 
plomatic character, in France, from a manufcript 
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copy, fuppofed to be in my ewn hand writing; 
they were enquired of, whether the reading of the 
letter caufed any tumult? One of the evidences, 
a young Lawyer, and another perfon, an affociate 
of his, faid that they thought it did at Middletown, 
One of them faid he heard one perfon fay, there 
mvft be a revolution ; and they both agreed that 
there wae a noife and fome tumult after the reading 
of that letter and fome viher papers. On my en- 
quiring of them the caufe of the tumult, and their 
opinion, if there would have been any tumult there, 
if they had not folfowed me on purpofe to make 
diflurbance ? they acknowledged they thought if 
they had not been there, there would have been no 
dif_urbence?: and they elf agreed, that the tumult 
was caufed by the other pecple’s difliking their be. 
ing there, and their condu@ there ; they agreed 
aifo, that I refafed to yive an opinion upon the 
letter. 

In proof of the third count, the Attorney pro. 
duced evidence to fhew that the printed pamphlet, 
entitled, 2 Copy of a Letter from a Diplomatic 
Character in France, was taken from a manufcript 
in my hand, and the printer fiid he received the 
copy from my wite.” ‘The evidence all agreed that 
I had ever been oppofed to the printing the letier, 
and gave for reaion, that ! had promifed the gen- 
teman, to whom the original had been written, 
that Li would not fuffer ir to be printed. The 
young Lawyer faidethat T tld him, there were not 
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above one or two patiogcs in the letter which could 
be called feditious. 

The Attorney proceeded to fum up the evidence, 
and dwelt en every thing which he thought proper 
to poiat out the appesrange ef evil intentions. As 
foon as he had feated himfelf, or before, Judge 
Patterfon rofe and was proceeding to give his charge 
tothe Jury, I interrupted him, with an enquiry § 
into the caufe, why I fhould not be heard, he po- 
litely fat down and direéted me to proceed.. My 
defence confifted of au appeal to the Jury, on the 
unconftitutionality of the law, the innecence of 
the pailage in may letter, and the innocence of the 
manner in which I readithe lenem It was faid I 
fouke two hours and. upwards. Mr. Smith des 
clined {peaking, 2s he was unprepared. The Ate 
torney replied as decently as any man of his pro- 
feflion and principles would. The charge, from 
the Judge, was ftudiediy and pointedly fevere. 
After telling the Jury, if they leaned any way, tt 
ought to be in favor of the defendant, he proceed- 
ed te dwe!! on the intention and wickednel(s of I', 
in the moft elaborate manner ; he defcended to in- 
finuate thatthe Barlow letter, as it was called, wa® 
@ forgery ; he faid, let men of letters read that lettce 
and compare it with Barlow's writings, and they 
would pronounce it nene of his. He told the Jury 
that my defeace was merely an appeal to theie 
feclings, calculated to excite their pity ; but mercy, 
he faid, did aot belong Coythiony that was ledged ia 
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another place, they were to follow the law, which 
he explained in his own way, and fapported the 
conftitutionality of it. The Jury retired about 8 
o'clock in the evening, and in about an heur re- 
turned witha verdi@, Guilty! The Judge obferv- 
ed to me, that { had then an opphrtunity to thew 
caufe, why judgment fthovid not be pronounced 
againft me, and to thew what was my ability OF 
inability to pay a fine, as a man of large property, 
in fuch acale, ought to be obliged to pay a greater 
fine than one of fmaller property. IT replied, 1 dil 
not expe@any thing that I fhouwld fay, would have 
any influence on the Court, in the prefent Mage ng 
the bufinefs. The Judge faid I might think of ig 
until morning, and the Court adjowrned until g 
o'clock next morning ; 1 then attended, and after 
being called upon, I obferved to the Court, in re- 
ply to what had been faid to me upon the fcore of 
property, that a few days ago] owneda property 
which I eftimated, fome years fince, at 20,000 
dollars ; in the prefent (tate of the affairs of ovr 
country, I did not expeét it would fetch half that 
fum. I had lately made over all the produ Give 
part of it, to fecure fome perfons, who were boued 
for me for debts, tothe amount of Gxteen or feven 

tccn hundred dollars, there {till remained cnough 
fo be worth much more than the Court were im- 
powered to fix the fine at; but in the prefent fearc- 
ivy of cafh, and the profpe& of fands foen to be 
fold very cheap, I did not k now that I could poll. 
bly raife 200 dollars, in cath. upon it. 
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The Judge, after an exordium on the nature of 
the offence, the malignity of it in me, particularly 
being a member of Congrefs, and the lenity of the 
Sedition Bill, which did not allow the Judges to 
carry the punifhment fo far as common law did, 
pronounced fentence, that J be imprifoned four 
calandar months, pay a fine of 1000 dollars, and 
ftand commited until the judgment fhould be com- 
plied with. This fentence was unexpeled to all” 
my friends as well as myfelf, no one expected im- 
prifonment. 

The Marfhal is a man, who a&ted as clerk to 


fome perfons whom I had occafion to tranfaét fome 


bufinefs with, about a dozen years fince, when he 
firit came into this country, in which he behaved fo, 
that I have ever fince moft heartily defpifed him ; 
this he has no doubt feen and felt. The moment 
fentence was pronounced, he called me to him and 
ordered me to fit down on a certain feat in the 
Court-houfe ; he called ewo perfans to give me in 
charge to, one of them the perfon who followed 
me to Middletown to infult me, and was on the 
trial improved as an evidence. I afked if they 
would go with me to my lodgings a few minutes, 
fo that I might take care of my papers ? 1 wa 
anfwered ina furly manner, No, and commanded 
to fii down, I floodup. After the Court adjourn- 
ed, 1 enquired what was to be done with me until 
commitment; I expected I fhould be confined in 
the prifun in Rutland, the county where I lived : 
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/ 
I was told that the Marfhal was authorifed to im- 
prifon mein what gaol in the ftate he pleafed, and 
that I muft goto Vergennes, about 44 miles north 
of Rosland, and about the fame diftance from my 
feat at Fairhaven. I enquired what were the ac- 
commodations there ? and was anfwered in a man- 
ner peculiar tothe Martha! himfelf, that they were 
very good. I told the Marfhal, fince it had be- 
come my duty to go there, he needed no afliftance, 
I would go with him, He faid he would not truft ‘ 
to that, and prepared two troopers, with their 
piftols, to guard me. He ordered me to ride jult 
before them; in this manner I left Rutland. Af- 
ter riding a few miles he overtook us and rode by 
vs, he rode pretty falt and whifpered to one of the 
young men: I learned his intention was to get to 
Middlebury, the fhire town of Addifon county, in 
order to throw me into a dirty dungeon like room 
there for that night. I did not mend my pace, he 
came hack and feclded, infulted, and threatened ; 
he repeated it, His friends, I was told, expoftulat- 
ed with him, and the humane young men, who 
were employed as guards, told him they would ra- 
ther watch me all night, than that J thould be 
thrown into the gaol ; we lodged ata tavern, abou, 
four miles fhort of Middlebury gaol ; the young 
men watched: the next day we arrived at this 
place; there are two roads to come into it, one comes 
up Mraight to the gaol-houfe, by but two or three 
hovles, the other is circuitous, taking almeft the 
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whole length of the little city in its courfe. T was 
foremoft, and inclined to take the nearcft road, but 
the gentleman, dy that rout, would lofe a fhare og 
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his triumph ; he ordered us in a peremptory tone 

into the circutows road through the city. On the 
{ way from Rutland he uadertook to direct me, and 
| {top me as to fpeaking, and told me I thould not 
i have the ufe of pen, ink, and paper. On Wed- 
nefday evening lait, I was locked up in this room, 
where I now am; it is about 16 feet long by 12 
i wide, with a neceifary in one corner, which af- 








. i tords a itench about equal to the Philadelphia docks, 


in the month of Avguft. ‘This cell is the common 
receptacie for horfe-thieves, money-makers, ruo- 
away-negroes, or any kind of felons. There 
is a half moon hole through the door, fufflcient to 
receive a plate through, and for my friends to look 
through and fpeak to me. There is a window 
place on the oppolite fide, about 20 inches by 16, 
eroffed by 9 fquare iron bars ; all the light I have 
is through this aperture ; no fire place in the cell, 
nor is there any thing but the iron bars to keep the 
cold out, confequently I have to walk fmartly with 
my great Coat on, to keep comfortably warm fome 
mornings. 


i] 


On Thurfay morning laf, Tcfked a friend for 
his pen and ink, in prefence of the Gaoler. dt was 











offered me ; but the Gaoler faid, it was againft his 














orders, I muft not haveit. The Merfhal paid me 
a vifit on Thurfdsy evening ; he cxamined che cell, 
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looked on my little table, to fee what was there ; 
but he found nothing but Volney’s Ruins, the late 
laws, fome of the Prefident’s Meflages, and a lift of 
ihe Petit Jury. LT inquiggdof him, then or before, 
what fituation I was to confider myfelf ing with re- 
gard to the ufe of pen and ink? His anfwer was, 1 
might ufe them, but he mutt fee every thing I fent 
out of the gaol ; if I conducted otherwife (looking 
at a chain that lay on the floor) he faid he would 


put me in a fituation that could not write. I afk- 
ed him, what he meant by that? He told me, I 
was at his difpofal, and if I did not behave like a 
prifoner, he would fend me to Woodftock gaol.-——I 


told him there would be one advantage in that, he 
would not be there always, and 1 fhould get rid of 
the fight of him. On Friday, for the firfl time, two 
broihers-in-law were admited to come in to fee me. 
Some of my friends expoftulated with the Marfhal 
on the fubje& of denying me pen and ink ; and in 
the evening I obferved a man hammering on the 
prifon door. You feem much concerned about 
that door, (faid 1) there has fearee been an hour 
fince I came here, but there has been fome perfon 
hammering at the door, or puting new bolts or bars. 
It is all ufelefs, faid I ; if I wifhed to come out, 
they could not hold me ; and as Ido not, if my li- 
mits were marked by a fingle thread, 1 would not 
overftep it. He replied, he was only nailing up an 


advertifement. Next morning when the ho:fe was 
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very fill { heard fome perfon ftep up and read the 
advertifement on the door, it contained a preambie 
concerning my having complained that I was de- 
bared the ufe ef pen, ink, and paper, and a de- 
claration that [ had leave to farnifz myfelf with 
thofe things, and ufe them as I thought proper, 
figned by the Marfhal. As foon as I could get my 
¢ye on a perfon that would go and tetch General 
Clark, my friend ani brother-in-law, who is a 
member of the Legiflature, now fiting here, 1 
fent one, he came, I defired him to read the ad- 
veriifement, and tell me what { fhonld do, confi- 
Jeiing the meatment of Fitch, the marthal. le 
fail he would goand fee Fitch, and fee how he ex- 
plowed the bufinefs—he went to Fitch’s houfe, but 
cond not find him, fome other bulnefs occupied 
him the ref of the day. I, next morning, fent 
for anumber of friends, who got mlmirance, and 
«iter fome converfation on the fubject before the 
gavler, and geting his explanation of the adver- 
tifement, that he confidered me now allowed to 
write, without fubmiting my preductions to the 
Marfhal ; I was folemnly inveltted with pen and 
ink. ‘Phe frit ufe ] have made of it, after a line 
tomy wife, is to write you this iong prolix account 
of the fruits of this delewed Sedition bill. Yon 
may remember, that I told you, when it was pail- 
ing, that it was dovbilefs intended for the mem- 
bers of Congrefs, and very likely would be bro’t 
40 bear upon me the very fiift, fo it has happened, 
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and perhaps I, who have been a foot-ball for dame 
Fortune all mv lite long, am beit able to bear it.— 
] have long difobeyed your injunC@ioa to write te 
you, waiting to be able to give you an account of the 
eleQions. 

The noife that has been made about the public 
and private negociations of our Envoys at Paris, 
has anfwered the purpofe of the Ariftocrats com- 
pletely (on the other fide of the Mountain [ mean, 
Morris's ditridl) tocxafperatethe unthinking people 
againtt every Repnblican. Governor Robinfoa had 
more than half the votes on this fide the Mountain; 
but Tichenor has got a great majority ; in the whole 
he had 6,211, Robinfon 2,80¢ ; befide, Iam told, 
there were about five hundred for lim, which were 
loft by inaccurate returns ; there were alfo 332 
fcattering votes. 


Afinday, Offeber 15. 
I have juft learned that Morris is re-elected ; and 
I have received the lift of the votes for Reprefenta- 
tive to Congrefs in this diltrit ; they ftand for your 
friend Lyon, 2482, 
Williams, 1554, an Ariftoeratic candidate. 
Chipman, 1370, Do. brother te your little horfe 
nail maker. 
Spencer, 285, and feveral oiher Ariftocrats. 
Ufrael Smith, 274, and feveral orher Republicans, 
30, given in for Governor, and the 
Q: j Reprefentatives of the feve- 
5 6985 ral towns in Affembly, by 
9482 one accident or another put 
. into the box for Reprefenta- 
3503 ~~ tive to Cungrefs. 




















92 » Col. LYON’s Lerrter. 


Our law requires that one perfon fhall have more 
votes than all the reft—had the 30 miftaken votes 






not been put in againit me, there would have beena 
. choice % but fo it is—and I do not much regret it, 
under exifting circumftances. Had I been chofen 
now, the enemies to rational civil liberty would 
have faid, that I had got it before what they call 
crimes were fubftantiated againft me ; they might 
poflibly have caviled about it; but I believe they 
will have no reom for any thing of that kind the 
hexttime, My friends, and the friends of Liberty, 
fenfibly feel the injuftice and indignity done to me 
and themfelves ; they will be neither idle nor bafh- 
ful at the next ele&tion, which is to be held the be- 
gining of December. There is but a fmall thare 
of the people who voted againft me, who are Arift- 
ocrats, or determined to fupport Monarchy or Arift- 
ecracy in this country ; much the greater part are 
well-meaning people, led to believe a thoufand falfe 
_ flories, which are continually teeming from two 
venal preffes in this diftri@, and fevera] more in the 
adjacent States, as well as promulgated with the 
greateft impudence and affurance of impunity, from _ 
Lawyers, and thofe who ought to be Officers of 

Jultice, Expeétants of Office, their creatures and 

dependan's. The moderate and well-meaning 

people, who have been led by thofe creatures, ftart 

-at this procedure ; they begin to fee through the 

veil what the mifcreant Tories and Monarchy-men 

would be at. Some of them already tremble for the 
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liberties of their country ; and I believe they will 
fhew their leaders that they will be no longer duped 
by them. 1 never thought my felf fii for a martyr, 
but I bear what they put upon me with a degree of 
cheerfulnefs, in hopes the people of the U. States 
will profit by the leffon. 

We had agreat clamor lait year about this time, 
when we heard of the French Government fending 
a thare of their Legiflature into banifhment, by an 
act of power, in the face of the Conttitution. What 
is the odds between banifhment and imprifonment 
from one’s family and friends, ina loathfome pri- 
fon? What isthe odds between making * law to 
prevent the minority, under pajn of heavy fines and 
imprifonment, from juttifying, by their arguments 
and documents, the principles and opinions by which 
they have been actuated in Congrefs ; cr banithing 
them by a fummary a& §—Let thofe who do thele 
things, thew the difference, if they can. 

When J look thro’ my grates on to the face of the 
earth, the firft profpedt before ine is the mountains 
which overfhadow on the welt the ruins of Crown. 
Point and Tieconderoga. This view brings to my 
contemplation the rifk we ran for the love ¢f liberty, 
in taking thofe {trong holds from the tyrant whofe 
armies puflefled them ; and the many patriots who 
perithed there by peftilence and the fword, in des . 
fence of the facred name of Liberty. But, alas ! 
Liberty has been yoked with the word Equality, 


and both are condemned in this country as Jacobia- 
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ical, and of French origin. I fear I fhall not live 
te fee that facred name, once fo beloved, fo deified 
in America, reftored to its former elevation. 

Tam told the Legiffature here are about to addrefs 
the Prefident ; but I believe it will be far from unae 
nimous. 

I mourn with you for the death of our good friend 
Bacue—he was too good a mamto be tortured 
with the Sedition Law—God faw in that light, and — 
took him to himfelf. 

I fhall trouble you no longer at this time, than to 
requeit you to give my refpedts to my friends in | 
Virginia, as you have opportunity, and to let them 
know the operation of the Sedition Law in Vermont. 
You may be affured I will fervently pray every day 
that it may never reach your State. Do let me 
hear from you as foon as convenient. When you 
get to Congrefs, I will take the liberty to treuble 
you often, 

Among the many ani the valuable fmites of the 
fickle dame Fortune, which I have enjoyed, I con- 
fider the opportunity of your acquaintance one of 
the beft, as well as the right of fubfcribing myfelf 

Your fincere friend, and very humble fervanr, 

M. LYON, 


The following are the names of the Petit Furcrs 
‘whe pronounced Col. Lyon Guilty—on an unconflitution 
ab luw—there are fame of them we!l meaning men, 
who not being well acguainied with law er law pro- 
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eecdings were induced to yield to his de figning, inveter- 
ate, and vindiGive enemies, who he was not permited 
by the Fudge to oljed? off. — 

John Ramfdell, foreman.—Jabez Ward, John 
Hitchcock, Bildad Orcut, Andrew Leach, Daniel 
June, Jofiah Gofs, Philip Jones, Jofiah Harris, 
Ephraim Dudley, Motes Vail, Elihu Brown. 


When Judge Paterfon gave his charge to the 
Jury in the cafe of the Glebe lands, he told them, 
if Legiflatures allumed to themfelves the power to 
enact unconftitutional laws, they ought not to be 
binding upon Juries ; and thai Courts and Juries 
were the proper bodies to decide on the conititution- 
ality of laws ;—But in the cafe of Col. Lyon, 
rules of law, principles of jufice, duty of Jurors 
humanity and impartiality of the Judge were alj 
fubverted, anew order of things took place, the 
cafe was altered--the Judge then pronounced it to 
be beyond the power of Jurors to invelligate the 
conftitutionality of laws ; he pronounced the Sedi- 
tion law conttitutional, and ordered the Jury to de, 
cide upon facts. 


Condu® of the General Affembly. 
JUSTICE and LIBERTY trampled under foot 4 


Tas Republicans in this fate, and efpecially 
in Bennington and Rutiand counties, have now te 
witnels the mo(t flagrant outrage om their rights 
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and liberties, which they have ever fuffered. Was _ 


not one of the fubje&ts of complaint of the Ame- 
rican people, in the commencement of the revo- 
lution, the appointment of men to office whom 
they detefted and difpifed, and their being denied 
the privilege of ele€ting their own officers, that 
being ufurped by a foreign power ? If my inform. 
ation is good, it certainly was! What then matt 
be the feelings of every Independent Republican, 
to fee the dark regions of the Eafl* pouring forth 


their fwarms of unenlightened dupes, led on by 


defigning Ariltocrats, joining with the Britith fac. 
tion and Monarchy-men, in the North, confpir- 
ing in one folid mafs, to aim a death blow at liber. 
ty. Aithe head of this phalanx appears their chief- 
tain, bellowiog forth philippicks againft the mof 
powerful nation on earth, the nation which we 
have injured and cgntinue toinfult, the only nation 
in the world, te whom we have ever been bound 
by the ties of juice, gratitude, or fimilarity of 


principle—the nation, who, having been outdone 


by the Britith, in diplomatic fill and fineffe, in our 
government, have been compelled te refent iafulis, 


perfidy, and violation of juftice. Thus formed 
and united in the houfe of Afiembly, there was 


* The Raf hes always been confidered as the fource 
of light and knowledge, but taking a confined viet, 
circumfcribed by the be: inds of this late, we find that : 
source ‘contaminated with Saifehoed, darkusj:, igna-t 
axce, and iupidity. 
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introduced, anaddrefs to the Prefident of the U- 


nited States, couched in the molt fulfome language 
of adulation and paflive obedience, giving unlimit- 
ed approbation and praife to a weak and falible 
MAN, who, probably, poffefles an hone(t heart, but 
who has grown ald in prejudicesdangerous to liber- 
ty. This addrefs was the rallying point—it was 
crowded on before the county elections, in order to 
determine who fhould hold offices, and whe not. 
Amos Marfh, Reprefentative of that little mole- 
hill of Ariftocracy, Vergennes, declared openly 
in the Houfe, that “ it wasin politics as in reli- 
gion, Ae that doubteth is damned.’ The queftion 
was put, and all that voted againit the addrefs, had 
the mark of revenge fet upon them. The county 
nomination fucceeded ; Bennington couyty mem- 
bers propofed the fame officers, who have ferved to 
the greatclt fatistaGion tor a number of years.— 
When the Houle took up the appointments, Gen. 
Safford retained his feat, as:Chief Judge of the 
County Court; the Hon. Gideon Olin, and Jonas 
Galutha, elgrs. were fuperceded by Sola. Wright, 
of Pownal, and Chrilopher ‘Roberts, of Man- ' 
chefter; men who are acquainted with their cha- 
mers, can belt determine for what purpofe they 
have been.cle&ted. Col. Dayid Robjnfon was fa- 
perceded, in ‘the office of Sheriff, by an infignifi - 
cant, pufilanimous fellow, by the name ef Cooley, 
Eo Rupert ; the Probate Judges were thifted ; Gen. 
p> Weight was not permited to.hold the effice 
} i 
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of Jullice of the peace in Pownal, altho’ he was 
unanimoufly nominated in the courty convention, 
aiid it was proved in the Houfe that he had done 
three quarters of the bufinefs in that line, in Pow. 
nal, for years paft; Efq. Shumway, of Dorfet, 
who has grown grey in the confidence of the town, 


who has beet Juftice of the peace, and member of 


the Houfe, long e’er one half of the prefent race 
of Ariftocrats emerged ‘trom the obfcurity of 
their retreats, from oblivion, or from the duft, 

refufed the appointment, for no other reafon but his 
declining to damn the French, praife the Englifh, 


and join in the general cry of Prefidential J nfalibilk 


ty, and conftitutionality to unconflitational laws.— 
In Rutland county, the only Republican Judge d 
the county court (Wilfon) is difplaced ; Efq. Ward 
of Poultney, Judge of Probate, is fuperceded by 


Chauncy Langdon, Efg, who is the only one namelf 


in thefe alterations, who pofletfes in the leaft 
the confidence of the people ; he came near bein 
eleGted a member of the General Affembly.—Johi 
Cock is appointed a Juftice of the Peace in Pe 
ney, the almoft unanimous voice of the town to i 
contrary notwithfianding. 4 
Thus, men, feparated from us by ee Gree 
Mountain, 170 or 180 milcs diflant, undertok 
cram down the throats of fociety, men for offte 
whom they, in their indignation, have vomit 
forth! They take upon themfelves to. reje& fr 
affice men who poffefs the love, the confidence, 
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the voice of the people ; men of age, experiences 
and independence of fentiment: they ranfack the 
filth of fociety, drag forth from the fhrouds of igno» 
ance, and elevate to public troft, Creatures defpifed 
by :heir neighbors, hated by their acquaintance, and 
known only to be comemned. Such is the condu@ 
of the Ariftocratic fa&tion, who feem determined to 

“ Mad into twnult the feditious herd, 

** Or melt them down to flavery.” 

Wiil the independent fpirit of the Republicans of 
Bennington, Rutland, and Addifon Counties, and in 
fafl the whole Weftern DiitriG, fhrink down under 
this oppreflion ? Will our neighbours, Berkthire, 
Renffellaer, Wathington, and Clinton counties, fit 
filent; and view patterns of the chains which they 
mut fhortly wear /—No !—Such condu& will not 
be fuffered with impunity.——Ariftocrats, you are 
» making work for repentance! you are planting 
feeds of trouble and tribulation ! you are heaping 
up vengeance againft the day of retribution, when 


Republicans, in the whirlwind of their wrath, fhall 
fweep you away. 


A Letter from the Minifier of Forcign Relations, to 
Mr, Gerry, Bnvsy from the United States, enclefing 
him bis paffport, concludes with this Pofifcript ; 

«6 Fuly 5. 
“A circumftance of infinise importance has retard- 
ed this leer. —I know not how it is, but at every 
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intervenes, and that always originates in the United 
States. Some days ago advices have been received 
by the Executive Directory. I: feems that your 
government, hurried beyond ali bounds, no longer 
A law of the 7th of Iaft 
month, authorizes it to caufe to be attacked every 
French fhip of war, which fhall have arrefted or 
entereatned imentions of arrefting American veffels, 
A sefolution of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fuf- 
pends, from the 13th of this month, all commercial 
relations with the French Republic and its depen- 
dencies. Several! projeéts of laws have been pro- 
pofed for banifhing of the French, ond fequeftrating 
French property. “The long fuffering of the Direc- 
tory is about to fhow itfelf ia a manner not to be 
called in queftion. Perfidy can never throw a veil 
over the pacific difpofitions which it has never cea- 
fed to manifeft. It is even at the moment of this 
new provocation, when it would feem to have no 
honorable choice but that of war, that it confirms 
the aflurances I have given youon its behalf, fn 
the prefent crifis it confines itfelf toa meafure of 
fecurity and prefervation, by puting a temporary 
embargo on American veffels, with a referve of in- 
demnity if it takes place, tis Rill ready. vis 


keeps up appearances. 


as much prepared as ever to terminate by a fincere 
negociation the differences which fubfift berween 
the countrics. Such isits repugnance to confider 
the United States as enemies, that in fpite of their 
hottile demenftrations, it means to wait till it be me 
refiftably forced, by reat hoflilities, | 
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«¢ Since you intend to depart, haften at leaft, Sir, to 
tranfmit to your government this folemn declara- 
tion.” 

{ What can war advocates fay to this ? Dues not 
the French nation make ufe towards us of the fame 
magnanimous language, which they did before Bri 
tih Diplomate Skill wheedled our government out 
of its duty and obligations, and many of the Amev- 
ican people out of their fenfes, aad all of them our 
of their liberties? It certainly does. That Gov- 
ernment ts now ready and willing to treat and ne- 
gociate on fair and honorable terms, and has ever 
been ;—-after they have cut, carved, mutilated, dif- 
membered, and finally {obje€ted and fubjugated the 
Briiih empire, they may, perhaps, purfue a differ- 
eat courle of conduct towards this country. ] 





FRANCE. 

Inthe Council of Five Hundred, of July 14, a 
Secretary read an addrefs of the United liifhmen : 

** Upon the great day of the Liberty and Inde- 
pendence of the Nation, deign to receive the emblem 
ever dear to the United Irifhmen, the Harp of Of- 
flan! with filver chords, mounted with the trophies 
of Liberty, I: is from the heart of oppreffed Ire- 
land you receive this homage. They have but one 
with, and that is, to break the chains of " 
and to unite their deftinies with thofe of the Great 
Nation.” 

Refolved, That the U nited Irifhmen deferve we'd 
I4 
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KENTUCKY. 
LEXINGTON, Aug. 1s. 

On Monday laf, the Citizens of Fayetie and the Coun- 
ties adjacent convened in th:s town, agreeatly to a 
notice publifhed in the news-papers ; the number 
frefent was computed at 4 or 5,000—-and after la- 
Ming into confideration the prefent critical fituation of 
public a Fairs adopted the following refolutions : 

ESOLVED, that there is fufficient reafon to 
believe, that our liberties are in danger ; and 


we pledge ourfelves to each other, and to our cour- 
try, that we wi!) defend them againft ail unconfti- 
tutional attacks that may be made upen them. 

2. Refoived, that the privilege of {peaking and 
publifhing our ({entrments, on all public queitiens is 
incitirnable ; tha: it is unequivocally acknowledged 
and iecured to us by the Conttitution of this ftate, 
as wel! as that of the United States ; that all laws | 
made to impair or deftroy it are void, and that we 
will affer: and exercife our juft right to this privi- 
lege, in oppofition to any law which hath been or 
may be paffed, to deprive us of it. 

3. Refotved, that the alien bill is unconftitution- | 
al, impolitic, unjuft, and a difgrace tothe American 
name. 

4 Refolved, that ftanding armies are dangerous 
to liberty, and that a well regulated, and well arm- 
ed militia are the only natural and fafe defenders ot 
a republican government ; that it was and is the du- 
ty of both the general and the fiate governments, t¢ 
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provide arms for this parpole 5 that they have ae 
gieCtead to perform this duty ; and that itis now 
incumbent on every treeman to furnith himfelf 
without delay, at his own expence. 

5. Refolved, that the powers given to the Prefi- 
dent to raife artnies when he may judge it neceffa- 
ry, without limitation as to number ; and to borrow 


money on the credit of the United States for their 


fupport, without reftriion as to the amount of in. 
tereft to be paid on the loan ; are dangerous and un- 
conftitutional. 

9. Refolved, that the entering into @clofe polit- 
ical connection with the prefent corrupt and tyran- 
nical government of Great Britain, is unnatoral and 
dangerous ; and that we look forward to fuch an 
alliance with horror. 

9. Refolved, that we will to the utmoft of our 
power, oppofe any enemy that may invade our 


cou ntry. 





COMMUNICATION. 
A CONTRAST. 
Extra& from JerFERSGN’s Notes on Virginia. 


¢¢ 

Ir fhould be our endeavors tocultivate the peace 
and friendfhip of every nation, even of that which 
has injured us moft, when we fhall have cariiedour 
point againft her. Our intereft will be to throw 
open the doors of commerce, and to knock off all its 
hackles, giving perfect freedom tovall perfons for 
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the vent of whatever they may chufe to bring into 
our ports, and afking-the fame in their’s. Never 
was fo much falfe arithmetic employed on any fub- 
je@t, as that which has been employed to perfuade 
| | nations that it is their intereft to goto war. Were 
| | i ihe money which it has coft to gain, at the clofe of 
| 

/ 





a long war, a little town, or a little territory ; the 
right to cut wood here, or catch {ith there, expende 
in improving what they already poflefs; in making 
roads, Opening rivers, building ports, improving the 
arts, and finding employment for their idle poor : 
it would render them much ftronger, much weal- 
thier, andhappier. This I hope will be our: wif- 
. 2 dom. And, perhaps to remove as much as poffible 
1 2 | the occafions of making war, it might be better for 
us toabandon the ocean altogether, that being the 
J element whereon we fhall be principally expofed to 
1 joftle with other nations: to leave to others to bring 
. what we fhall want, and to carry what we can {pare. 
This would make us invulnerable to Europe, by 
offering none of our property to their prize, and 
would turn all our citizens te the cultivation of the 
| earth; and, I repeat it again, cultivators of the 
fi earth are the moft virtuous and independent citizens. 
-~It might be time enough to feek employment for 
ihem at fea, when the land no longer offers it.” 
Fellow Citizens, Freemen of Columbia, 
Thefe are the fentiments of a man, againft whom 
ihe fretful Porcvpines of powerful party, aim the 
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quills of venom in vain—on whom the Skunks of 
office endeavor to dfcharge their navfeous filth.— 
View them with attention ; fcam them with care ; 
appreciate them with wifdom ; and happinefs will 
grace the adminiftration of our next Prefident. 


EXTRACT from the Anfwer of Prefident Adams, 
tean Addre{s from the Marine Society of Bolton. 
“¢ Floating batteries and wooden walls have been 

my favorite fyftem of warfare and defence of this 

country, for three and twenty years. I have had 
very little fuccefs in making profelytes. At the 
prefent moment, however, Americans in general, 
cultivators as well as merchants and mariners, begin 

to look to that fource of fecurity and prote&tion 5 

and your affiftance will have great influence and et- 

fect in extending the opinion in theory, and intro~ 
ducing and eftablifhiag the pra€tice.” 


Thefe are the contralting opinions of two great 
men; one of them is now confidered at the head of 
the Anglo- Monarchal and Anti-Republican party ; 
and the other, a prominent charaéter in the Demo- 
cratic-Republican party.--Reader, judge rhe men 
from their own avowed publications ; bit take this 
along with you, that no mation has ever made fuch 
exertions to obtain thofe *€ wooden walls, and float- 
ing batteries,” as the Britith ; who, having but a 
fmall {pot of ground of their own, and that an ifland, 
have been under a kind of neceffity to have recourfe 
to this method, to defend themfelves, as weil as to 
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make other countries fubfervient and tributary to 
them. But what is the confequence? After 
weighing in the feale all the advantages and difad. 
vantages, itremains a doubt among the people of 
that country, whether their fleet is a blefling ora 
curfe to them, when it isgonfidered, that to this 
fyftem, which upholds the fleet, may be attributed 
their debt of 397,684,674]. 195. 5d. fterling—a 

great fhare of the immenfe taxes they have to pay— 
and the worfe than Algerine flavery to which fo 
many of their fellow-citizens, their brothers, fons, 
and near relations, are forcibly draged, to man thefe 
wooden walls |= From fuch harvrid flaveryy 
and fuch grievous burdens—the abominable fyflems of 
government which tend ta make the poor poorer, and the 
rich richer, Good Lord deliverus f 








I have frequently, in my comments upon certain 
characters in this country, applied the word facia; 
and the tools of faction have almoft as frequently 
ftiled themfelves the majority, and from thence at- 
tempted to prove, that the epithet was improperly 
- applied. Perhaps Mr. Adams’s definition of the 
word will, if not fatisty, at leaft filence, thefe 
growling curs :——He fays, in the third volume of 
his celebrated book, 

“* It may found oddly to fay, that the majority 
a fcétion, but it is, neverthelefs, literally jul—lf 
the majority are partial in their own favour, if they 
refufe or deny a perfe& equality toevery membet 
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of the minority, they are a’fa€tion ; and, as a po- 
pular aflembly, colleive or reprefentative, cannoy 
act or will, but by avote, the firit ftep they take, 
if they are no: unanimous, occafions a divifion inte 
majority and minority, that is, into two parties, and 


the moment the former is unjuft, it is a faTion.” 





I have often aferted, that the Britith or 7’ar- 
evhoop faétion, in this country, are fo intent on their 
hellith defigns, that they ftop not at Conftitution, 
Law, Reafon, Juflice, or Humanity—they trample 
all under foot ; they have frequently made laws to 
fuit their party defigns, but they have now attempted 
an inroad om the Conftitution, for purty purpofes. 
vis likely the propofition derived trom the feat of 
government and of corrupiion, where there is nou’e 


but one continued fcene of 
“© Legal outrage, and cfiablifh’d guile.” 


The propofed addition to the Conftivution cen- 
templates, that no perfon fhall be eligible to the 
office of Prefident, Vice-Prefideat, Reprefentative, 
or Senator in Congrefs, except a natural-bonn Citi- 
gen of the United. States, or, at leaft, thofe whe 
were refidents at ihe time of declaring Independence, 
and have been ever ince. —This is aimed as a deadiy 
blow at the patriotic and illuftrious GALLATIN, and 
various Republican Members of Congrefs.—As the 
Conftitution now (lands, .it requires but nine out of 
the fixteen States, to eff¢@ an alteration, at atime 
when Britith influence and corruption are fo preva- 


lent, there is no doubt but they will effsé their de- 
digns. 
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TITITTTTTTTITATTT STITT tt tit tittle 
FAIRHAVEN, @Qé@eber 25, 1798. 

There has no news of any importance tranfpired 
fince the laft Sco URGE made its appearance.— Va- 
rivus are the reports refpeCting the grand expedition 
of Buonapaste, on whem all eyes are turned ; fome 
have gained the credit of the prefs : Thofe are, it, 
a hand- bill, containing an account of a tremendous 
naval ation, faid to have been fought between the 
ficets under Buonaparte and Neilfon ; in which 
Neilfon was killed, and Buonaparte taken :—ad, A 
paragraph in a Bennington paper of laft Saturday, 
announces (which pretends to fome degree of au- 
thenticivy) that Buonapartehad arrived fafe with his 
army in Ireland :--3d, Letters advifing of the arrival 
of his fleet and army at Alexandria, in Egypt.—— 
I believe neither the firft nor the fecond, the third 
may poffibly be true ; but I fhall leave the butinefs 
as I found it, and wait the refult. 7 

The Britith Frigate Prevoyante has taken nine 
fail of American and Danith veflels, out of a fleet 
from the Havannah, under convoy of three American 
armed veffels. 

The American revenue brig Unanimity, of 14 
guns, has been driven on fhore un the coaft of Ca- 
rolina, by the Britith floop of war Mufkito, and the 
veflel loft. [har Democrar ts fs hardened, as 
anol to fecl the neceffity of an alliance with that mugua- 
mimous nation ! 


0+ No. HI. witl be publifhed in a few days. 
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